This review paper reports the main Arab initiatives on the Open Online Education followed by Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in the Arab world. This paper provides a detailed description on the Rwaq and Edraak Platforms. The findings show that such platforms were not proposed inside the Arab universities, also indicated that the participation of Arab universities is still very weak in the movement of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs).
Introduction
In recent decades, the world has witnessed rapid development in the area of information and communication technology. These developments have a significant impact on many human life aspects. Education is one of the most important aspects of human life. Due to the information revolution, education is no longer confined to classrooms, schools, and universities. It has become, on the other hand, open to anyone having internet access. They can have their education online anywhere and anytime. To sum up, this kind of education is internationally known as Open Online Learning.
Open Online Learning can be identified as an approach offering different courses on different educational fields via the web. These courses are now termed as Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs). These Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are online courses designed with the intent for providing unlimited participation openly for anyone via the internet (Evans & Schenarts, 2016) . In addition to the traditional course materials such as video lectures, readings, and problem sets, many MOOCs provide comments and interactive user forums to support community interactions between students, teachers and How to cite this paper: Sallam, M. H. (2017) . A Review of MOOCs in the Arab teaching assistants (Conole, 2015) . MOOCs were first established in 2008 by Dave Cormier and Brian Alexander (Jansen, Schuwer, Teixeira, & Aydin, 2015) , and emerged as a popular mode of learning in 2012 (Zhang, Wang, & Chen, 2015) .
In developed countries, Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are successful and dramatically increase every year. However, the situation is different around the world and especially in Arab countries. MOOCs strongly depend on the digital infrastructure, PC, tablet, smartphone, and internet penetration and connection costs, which hugely vary from one Arab country to another. The situation seemingly appears to be advantageous in the Arab Gulf countries like Bahrain, the UAE and Qatar, where the proportion of the use of the internet among the population is more than 90% (Middle East Internet Statistics, 2015) and least favorable in countries such as Somalia and the Comoros, where the proportion of internet use among the population is less than 10% (Africa Internet Users, 2015).
The paper is organized into four sections, the first section is the introduction, the second section describes three Arab initiatives in the field of open online education in Arab countries before MOOCs, the third section presents Rwaq and Edraak platforms as the main MOOCs platforms in the Arab countries. The conclusion and recommendations are reported in section four.
Open Online Education in Arab Countries before MOOCs
The increasing use of internet in the Arab countries has contributed to the ap- 
Aldarayn Academy
Aldarayn Academy, a charity and non-profit organization, was founded in 2011 
Arab ELearning Academy
Arab ELearning Academy (AEA) is a social network for Arab academics and 
Tahrir Academy
Tahrir Academy has been launched in February 2012 as a nonprofit educational platform that creates engaging learning experiences focusing on preparatory and secondary Egyptian curriculum to stimulate the minds of students (13 to 18 years old), empowering them to think, choose and decide (Tahrir Academy, 2014) . Tahrir Academy has published more than 1000 short videos in the form of three main categories. These categories are: natural sciences and well-being, human sciences and languages, and mathematics and technology. In addition to experiments provided for pre-university students who were excluded from performing these experiments in their schools, all the offered courses cover areas like physics, astronomy, and Arabic grammar (Tarek, 2013) . Tahrir Academy voluntarily offers free high quality lessons through its platform to increase the interactivity of students with their lessons. Its vision is to have the biggest video library that provides educational content in all fields for Egyptians (WSIS KCKnowledge Communities, 2015). The procedures in Tahrir Academy is shown in Figure 3 .
On its official Facebook page, the Tahrir Academy announced to stop adding new content on the tenth of August 2015; a dilemma happened due to financial crises (Lutfy, 2015) .
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in Arab Countries
After the year of 2102, which was named the year of MOOCs (Pappano, 2012) Although it has been more than two years since the establishment of Rwaq platform, the Arab universities are still absent from the scene. Moreover, there are nine corporate partners with Rwaq platform, but no Arabian university is included yet.
Rwaq Platform

Edraak Platform
Edraak is a non-profit massive open online courses (MOOCs) (Hazlett, 2014) . Edraak, with the logo "Knowledge is for those who seek it" has aimed to "revolutionize Therefore, the percentage of completion rate is getting lower and lower. Overall, the average completion rates for all courses is 5.57%. This percentage is consistent with Jordan study (Jordan, 2014) that indicates the percentage of completion rates in MOOCs is less than 10% at the global level.
Conclusion and Recommendations
This paper reviewed some Arab initiatives in the Open Online Education that preceded the emergence of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in Arab countries, and highlighted two prominent initiatives named "Rwaq" and "Edr- 
